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 Upon instructions from my Government, I would like to draw your attention to 

the following points regarding the content of the letter dated 16 February 2026 from 

the Permanent Representative of Türkiye to the United Nations (A/80/642): 

 Firstly, I should recall that there is only one State in Cyprus, represented by the 

sole legitimate Government of the Republic of Cyprus, since its establishment in 

1960. The unlawful use of force by Türkiye against the Republic of Cyprus in 1974 

and the continuing unlawful occupation of part of its territory does not in any way 

alter the fact that the Republic of Cyprus is sovereign over the entirety of its territory 

and enjoys all the rights deriving therefrom under international law.  

 Secondly, it is recalled that the Security Council, through resolutions 541 (1983) 

and 550 (1984), deplored the purported secession of part of the Republic of Cyprus 

and considered the declaration of the so-called “Turkish Republic of Northern 

Cyprus” legally invalid. Furthermore, the Council has repeatedly called upon all 

States, in its relevant resolutions, including resolution 550 (1984), to respect the 

sovereignty, independence, territorial integrity and unity of the Republic of Cyprus. 

Thus, the illegality of the so-called “TRNC” stems from the fact that it was 

established as a result of unlawful use of force and other egregious violations of norms 

of general international law, in particular those of a peremptory character ( jus cogens), 

as confirmed by the International Court of Justice in its 2010 advisory opinion on 

Kosovo. As such, that entity lacks international legal personality and has no capacity 

to conclude international agreements. Consequently, any purported agreements 

concluded with that entity are null and void ab initio under international law.  

 Thirdly, the maritime claims put forward through the submission of geographical  

coordinates by Türkiye have no legal basis whatsoever; these submissions do not 

create any legal obligations either vis-à-vis the Republic of Cyprus or any other third 

State. Türkiye once again bases its claims in the false and entirely unfounded 

proposition that islands are not entitled to maritime zones other than a mere territorial 

sea, contrary to article 121 (2) of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of 

the Sea, relying on a selective and distorted interpretation of relevant case law.  

 The maritime area claimed by Türkiye is excessive, unreasonable and 

encroaches on the lawful rights of the Republic of Cyprus over its maritime zones, in 
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violation of international law, including customary international law as reflected in 

the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. With reference to the letter 

dated 18 March 2020 from the Permanent Representative of Türkiye to the United 

Nations (A/74/757), my Government’s position has been recorded in the letter dated 

24 April 2020 (A/74/824-S/2020/332) rejecting in toto the submission by Türkiye of 

a list of geographical coordinates concerning the outer limits of Türkiye’s alleged 

continental shelf. Likewise, in the letter dated 20 January 2020 (A/74/660-

S/2020/50), my Government had also rejected the coordinates submitted through the 

letter dated 13 November 2019 from the Permanent Representative of Türkiye 

(A/74/550).  

 Cyprus has consistently underlined the importance of conducting meaningful 

negotiations in order to reach an agreement on maritime boundaries with Türkiye in 

accordance with international law. To this end, Cyprus has repeatedly called Türkiye 

to negotiations, in good faith, regarding the delimitation of the maritime zones north 

and west of the island. Alternatively, as Cyprus proposed in November 2019, a special 

agreement (compromis) could be reached between Cyprus and Türkiye in order to 

jointly submit the issue to the International Court of Justice for the designation of a 

definitive maritime boundary delimiting their continental shelf/exclusive economic 

zone in conformity with international law. If Türkiye feels so confident about its legal 

positions, this proposal enables these arguments to be placed before the International 

Court of Justice, as the principal judicial organ of the United Nations.  

 I would be grateful if the present letter could be circulated as a document of the 

General Assembly, under agenda item 75, and published on the website of the 

Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, as well as in the next edition of 

the Law of the Sea Bulletin.  

 

 

(Signed) Maria Michail 
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